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uet of August 14, 1848, entitled * An sct to establish certain
routes,” be extended to the Territories of Utah and New
min; and that the Postmaster General be authorized to
estublish sueh rates of postage in the said Territories as to
him may seem proper, not exceeding those suthorized in said
“L”
The object of that smendment is simply this : There aré no
routes established by the existing law either in Utah or
E::Mew;mrhlheremylnthodlyb;-‘ .
Office Department can establish post routes and §
theee Territories. The third section of the act of 1848 gave
a discretionary suthority, so far as Califoroia and Oregon
were co leaviog the two interior Territories without
any postat Ip'l!'lmn The amendment proposes to extend
the general authority of the Postmaster General to these Ter-
ilori 1 the same rates of postage as are establish-
nct of 1848,
The amendment was sgreed to.
Amendments estublishing post routes were adopted, on the
motion of Mr. DAYTON and Mr, DODGE, of Wisconsin.
The bill was then: reported to the Senate, and the several
amendments ndopted by the Senate ss in Committee of the
Whole were concurred in, and ordered to be engrossed ; and
the bill was read a third time and passed.

LEGISLATION FOR CALIFORNIA.

The bills heretofore introduced by the Senators from Cali-
fornia were some days since made the order for this
day : and, on motion, the Senate pr to their conside-
Tauon. )

CALIFORNIA JUDICIARY.
The first bill taken up was *“s bill to provide
al Vaied

the laws and the judicial system of the
"The bill proposes to enact that sll the laws of the United

for extending
8 to th
Stato of California.” v i

States which are not locally. inspplicable shall have the same | PU0d; and

force and effect within the State of California as elsewhere
within the United States; the State to be divided by the 37th
parallel of narth latitude into two districts, to be called the
notthern and southern dhuf:'a&:mnlifmi? in ﬁ .:lf wl:idl&
district judge shall reside purpose of try issucs
fact trisble by a jury. The several sections of the bill prescribe
the times and places at which courts shall be held, the com-
ion of judges, district attorney, marshal, &e.
To the seventh section the Commiitee on the Judiciary had

(‘ \
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mens of this work were sent to this country.
sent were broken by myself from rocks which
tons, * * * * That the mine is

be no doubt, the more I found of the precious

X

a“

This is one loeality, Aboat one and forty
s sontingd of caliedibe **
posss,” and to this refers.

for the assaying of gold, and who, during.a i
:’ﬂtmﬁlinl:nliﬁmh. -n'rynd unusual facilities for obtain-
ing relisble information in relation 1o the gold-bearing regions,
and which a considersble experience, gathered from s connex-
jon with Virginia and other mines enabled him to put a
right estimate upon. [tis needless 1o say. that ssssyers in
California are in a better position to know the quantity of

be here. The letier says :

# There is beginning to quite extensively a fever for
vein mining, m. Il:n‘n amm-u saying there will be
an astonishing furor on the subject. We of course have n
better o nity than any other parties of autheatic
intelligence on the subject, having some three or four assays
to make daily on various ores. i . .

« The more we operate, the more are we convineed that the
whole eountry is rich almost beyond comprehension.

** We made an assay of the ore of the Mariposa mines, now
orked by Messrs, Palmer, Cook & Co., with & Chilian

being w

and Bogardus mill, and we find the average yield wash-
ing to be forty cents per pouund avoi i ﬁnmh
from the fine 1o produce lhlzaenuwtﬁel
dditional ; making $1.20 per average from
the operations of a company now éngaged there. (hin'n-yn

we have made exhibit results, from ores from various sections
of the country, ranging from twenty cents to five dollars
, and that, too, in specimens where no gold is visible to
eye. Even rocks taken within two miles of San
Francisco, we iind to yield Enld to the amount ol‘un.m per
e You will perceive the Mariposa yields at the rate of $2,500
per ton.”
Now, sir, wherever we can make any calculation based
upon dats, so far as it goes, it is better than mere supposi-
tion. Senators suppose that the condition of things will alter
in California, and that the gold will give out. The informa-

mmMMwu&emﬂquﬁmhm-

enacted, That there shall be al-
lowed to each of the judges aforesaid an anoual compensation
lars, to commence from the date of his appoint-

The committee propose that it shall read thus :

% That there shall be allowed te the judge of the northern
distriet as aforesaid an annual .compensation of $5,500 and to
the judge of the southern district an annual compensation of
':l(mm‘m&unlkhyuﬂhamml,w
tively.”

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, [ wish to move an amend-
ment to the amendment reported by the commilttee, in rela-
tion 1o the ian of the judge for the northern district
of California. I am perfecily coafident that the duties the
judge of that district will be called upon to perform will be
more arduous than that of any judge of any courtin the Union.
The business that will be transacted in that court, from its
will be of the heaviest character. Cases in-
olving millions of dollars will be brought before the judge,
and [ am per confident that the compensation proposed
o low. ['wish some.plan could be constitutionally devised
make the salary of this judge greatat first, and to be reduced
hereafter. [ should certainly feel it my duty to move to make
the salary §10, if it were not that the salary could not be
diminished duri life of the judge, when circumstances
might be such as to make that amount too high. I certainly
shall move to makeit $6,000. We cannot expect Lo geta
competent person for less than that. I move to strike out of
the amendment of the committee $5,500, as the salary of the
judge of the northem district, and insert §6,000.

Mr. DAYTON. We are about to establish judicial dis-
tricts, nnd Lo appoint judges for California—one for the north-
e, and one for the southern district. It is proposed by the
Judiciary Committee that the salary of the judge of the north-
e district, in which is the city of San Francisco, shall be
$5,500 ; and the salary of the judge of the southern district,
$4,000. The amendment proposed by the Senator fram Cali-
fornia is to make the salary of the judge of the northern district
of $5,600. The commitiee supposed that

a sufficient salary for this judge. But after
mﬂuﬁmwﬁh

|
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the Senators from California, they finally
to make it $5,500. We are eptirely aware that,
to the condition of things in California at the present
considered an insufficient salary ; but in
salary of a district g:dp of California now, you
ing it for his life. It cannot
ed during his life. However this salary may be
insufficient for three or four years, it must be supposed that,
in the course of a few years, the condition of things in Cali-
fornia will approximate somewhat to the condition of things
in other parts of the country.

‘What is the condition of things elsewhere ! The district
Jjudge of the southern district of New York receives the largest
salary of any distriet judge in the United States ; and he re-
ceives $3,5600. The salary of the distriet judge at New Or-
leans 1s $3,000. True, he gets some little compensation

ily for other matters. A few of the other district
Jjudges receive $2,500 ; but generally not more than $2,000.
And yet we fix the salary of the judge of the northern district
of California at $5,500. The salary of the judges of the
Bupreme Court of the United Siates is only $4,500. The
salary of the chief justice of the United States is only $5,000.
It seems to me that a salary of £5,500 for a district judge in
California, when it is considered that under the constitution
it cannot be diminished during his life, if not sufficient at the
present time, must be amply sufficient in future. I therefore
hnﬁ the amendment will not be adopted.

r. GWIN. Mr. President, I would not contend for this
incresse of salary if I was not perfectly convinced thata com-
petent man could not be obtained for the salary proposed by
the committee. I have some evidence now before me on the
subject. A gentleman of high standing, who has recently
gone to California, states that an eminent member of the bar,
who has emigrated to that country since I left home, now
receives a retaining fee of $2,500 per month from one house
alone. Do you suppose any compelent man will take this
office, when be says he can make as much in a year by pri-
vate practice, as he can receive during a lifetime in the
Hn‘u;l m;,'wb,m“" gl llMm e °’h?"§£f; o
m private practice, will he retain his 0
judge ? by, the judges of the Bupreme Court of the State
of California receive $10,000 a year. The three judges of
the Bupreme Court there, with an salary of
$30,000, will pot have half as much business as this district
judge. Iknow there are cases, amounting to millions of
dollars, now waiting 10 be brought into this court. 1 notify
the Senale that a t man cannot be got to discharge
the duties of district judge for the northern district for that

Mr. WHITCOMB. I think we are likely to lose sight of
the obvious fact that the prices of living in California must
continue to diminish with onward progress of the settle-
ment of that country. Wkhen gold was first discovered there,
prices were mormounlyhig. They were almost beyond the
conception of romance. But the prices of many arlicles of
necessity, of comfort, and of luxury sre much lower now
than they were then ; and they are becoming still lower every
successive month. In a short time, I am confident, prices
will be as low as they are in the mineral regions of the old
settled parts of South America, where they never gave such
extravagant salaries.

Inasmuch es these salariee, as has been mentioned by the
Benator from New Jersey, are to be for life, I think we had
better commence with lower salaries even than those reported
by the committee. We could then raise them hereafler ac-
cording to the exigencies of the service.

Mr. FREMONT. Mr. President, I wish to make a few
rematks in reply 10 the honorable Senator from Indiana. I
think we have no reason to believe that the condition of things
will alter in California, ad the Senalor supposes. All the data
that we have, every fact that has come to band up to this
time, goes Lo assure us that the condition of things wil not
slter, except so far as to make gold more abundant in Califor-
nis, and therefore to meke commodities higher, and tv make
the price of labor higher. In common with other Senators,
we have had a grent deal of difficulty in forming sny opinion on
this matter, and [ desire to submit to the ideration of the
Benate a few of the facis upon which I have been endeavoring
to form my own. We donot loock to the placers or gold
diggings, as at present worked, for the continued prosperity
to which they gave birth, and which they have so far sus'ained
in Californis. For its permanence we ook to the mines, the
development of which is only jost now begun.

The few statements I am about to make, go to prove con-

g

whole extent of the gold-producing quartz there—ior the
sverage yield in other parts of the country seems to be the
same—is positive information. To this ascertained yield of
the rock I wish to apply—for the period of one year—ihe
working of an En;gnh mining company, the St. John del
Rey Mining Company, now engaged in Brazil, and 1o see
what would be the result in California from the operations of
this company ; for we must suppose that companies of equal
force, and greater force, will be raised to carry on operstions
in Californis. _

I hold in my hand the twentieth report of this enmp::[v;-
and twenty years, [ suppose, is the natural life of a j "
Their work bss gone on, and become greater every year.
This is up to the lst of March of the present year.
The report states that, during the year ending March 1st last,
they crushed and extracted the gold from 69,000 tons of ore.
Applying this to the average yield of the mines in California,
what would have been the result from the operations of that
company in California ? The result would be over one hun-
dred and seventy millions of dollars.

What is $6,000 for a judge in that country ? These
positive data, as far ss they go. These are facts. And
this condition of affairs in Californis, certainly $6,000 is not
8 high salary for a judge. I will move, then, to make the
salary $6,000 for the judge of each district.

The PRESIDING OFFICER® (Mr. Bzrz.) That can-
not be done until the amendment of the other Senator from
California (Mr. Gwin) is disposed of.

Mr. EWING. In corroboration of the views suggested
by the Senator from California, (Mr. Faenoxt,) I will state
one fact within my knowledge as to the value of the gold
deposite in California. A young friend sent me about one
hundred pounds of the earth, as it was dug out of one of the
placers—the **dry diggings,” I think. He stood by ‘and
saw it shovelled out. He also sent me some imens of
quariz. He slated in a letter that while seeing the hundred
pounds of earth dug out, a friend, with his knife, cut out
eome specimens of gold from an adjacent rock, which he also
sent me—amounting in value to about one dollar and fifty
cents. [ senta few pounds of this earth, in which I counld
see no gold, to the mint. The director reported to me that
it yielded at the rate of about ten dollars and fifty cents to the
hundred pounds by washing, and that it required no other
procesa to procure the gold. T kept the remainder of this
earth until the young gentleman returned. He took it, wash-
ed it, and got out of it a little over ten dollars worth of gold,
correspouding very exactly with ‘the estimate' made by the
Direetor of the Mint. hether this is generally so or not, I
do not know. The young gentleman was going on through
the country, snd came to this placer, and concluded that it
would be a specimen, and sent some of it to me. I do not
suppose it was particularly selected. No doubt many others
were as rich as that. §

The amendment to the amendment was rejected.

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I move to amend the amendment of
the commiltee by striking out **$5,500” and ineerting
“ 8,000 for the first year, $4,000 for the next year, and
£3,000 thereafter.”

The object of the amendment is to graduate the compen-
sation which the judges are to receive. The fact has been
adverted to in the discussion of this amendment, that the cir-
cumstances under which this extraordinarily large salary is to
be paid to a judge of the district court in California, are
transient and temporary in their character. And we must not
lose sight of the fact that, mccording to the Constitution of
the United States, it is incompetent for Congress to reduce the
salary afier the acceptance of the office by the judge. And
the only time left for us to make provision for reducing the
salary is now in organizing the courts, in making the terms,
conditions, and provisbns upon which the judge accepts his
office. When he enters upon it, our handsjare tied, and we
cannot reduce the compensation law, notwith-
standing that the state of things upon which the provision
was predicated originally, had entirely passed away.

If any difficulty should arise out of this reduction, it is a
very easy matter to increase the salary of the judge, while it
would be impossible to diminish it, because that would be in
contravention of the constitution. [ repest, that this is the
only opportunity which will be afforded to Congress to re-
duce the saticn of the judge, no matter what may be
the alteration of the Biate of thingsin the country. I submit,
therefore, this amendment, providing an arbitrary role. I
think it will probably sttsin a reduction commensurate with
the gradual fall it the general prices of living in that coun-
try. If the provision should, in practice, reduce the compen-
sation of the judge too fast, we can provide for the increase
of his compensation hereafter, while we cannot provide for
the reduction of it.

Mr. BADGER. I really thiok that the honorable Sena-
tor from Arkansas has not well considered the bearing of his
amendment upon the constitutional provision. It seems to
;e“ that it mugqﬂyb;n violation of that provision, or at

an ev it, A pre- t of the .
The constitution of the United El:m provide 'l.llil::,l
judge’s salary shall not be diminished by any act passed from
after the date of his a of the office. But the consti-
tutional provision is, that the salary of the judge shsll not be
diminished during his continuance i office, whether it is by
a law providing for the diminution before the office is created,
or a law pessed after the office is in existence. The meaning
of the constitution is that the salary of the judge shall not be
diminished while he holds his office.

It seems to me that the amendment proposes that Congress
shall establish couris and fix the salaries of judges, and reserve
the right to reduce the salaries afterwards. [t is very obvious
that the constitutional provision would be worth nothing if that
could be done. Congress might establish a court and givethe
judge $£3,000 the first year, $2,000 the second, and $1,500
afterwards. And if you coulddo it with regard to one judge,
you could do it with regard to all others. The purpose of
the constitution was that the salary of the judge should be
permanent; that it should not be subject to fluctuation to his
injury; not merely apon the ground that it would be a viola-
tion of some sup) u or contract, but upon
the ground that the interests of the try require it. The
great purpose for which the independent tenure of office was
established requires that a judge’s salary should not be liable
to fluctaation.

This is the first time since the formation of the constitution
that it has been proposed to establish a slidiog scale for a
jodge's salary, by virtue of which, sithough the

and its relative value, as found in the rock, than we can | ¢

e called for the yeas and nays on that amend

tion which we have received, and which is applicable to the | judgmen

egtity, ‘bm_t,l
hich will constitute a
tofore expressed that opinion upon
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practitioner at the bar could. not man posi-
tion, and an honorable position, sad & in which be
can consult the dictates of his udgment in
the affairs of men, which is what i
can do

. Mr. G bill
the salsry of the judge ** $6,000” instead pf **$5,500," and

Mr. MANGIJD:‘.. wmm i

the present state i
there than half that sum would be in any
Union. The United States will bave wast ju
thur:;dmdhi-m?rytamnhmh
¥, learning.  For, although we can:
to the Supreme Court of the United States, e

think we
spivitif we do

Jhas been -

s piggard
be to that amount.

the su

fornia receive ﬂo,&pﬂ_ per sanum, 'nm'of the circuit

shall be dealing with them in raf
not & as newly as

Mr. GWIN. The judges ¢

court $7,500, and udges lppah't{d by the city of San
Francisco for what is the superior court $7,500 each.

Mr. FOOTE. Arethose judges appointed for life, or for
a term of years

Mr. GWIN. For fix years.

Mr. FOOTE. Ah} that makes a difference,

Mr. GWIN. Whe these salaries were fixed by the Legis-

had to levy a tax to|ps
there was not a word

m’..
men-

ing

of the salaries of judicial ?
is, and there is also a provision that
shall not hold any olher office till

 to mention one fact which is worthy
assured by my friend, Gen. Green,
who has lately arrived Californis, that in consequence
of the coming into the quntry of a large number of Chinese,
who keep restaurants i\ San Francisco, the price of board in
that city, at ane time $14 a day, 1 reduced to $2.50, showing
that the reduction which \he Senator from New Jersey spoke
of is already taking place

Mr. GWIN. Eating
rants costs §3.50 a day,

one who accepts the
his term expires.

Mr. FOOTE. 1
of consideration, I al

at one of these Chinese restau-
then you must have some place

to sleep in. At these Chinise restaurants you must pay $2.50
s dar eating, but it is eating as gentlemen are not
to,
The amendment was rejecd.

sert *‘$4,000” in lieu thereof i the salary for the judge, and
asked for the yeas and nays on his amendment.

The yeas and nays being , were taken and resulted
as follows : \

YEAS—Mesars, Duvis, of Mississippi, Dawson,
Dodge, of Wim'mp, %Ion, leE?l Sebastian,

Turney, and Whiteomb—9,
NA{’B—Meuﬂ. Atchison, B , Bell, Benton, Berrien,
on, Dicki Downs,

glu-i.e, gniu, n; Massachusetts,
wing, Foote, Fremont, Greene, Gwin, Hamlin, Heuston,
King, Mangutn, Norei, Pratt, Ruik, Seward, Shields, Smi
Soule, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Wales, Walker, an
Winthrop—32.

The bill was then ordered to be engroseed for a third read-
ing, and was subsequently read a thitd time, and pessed.

COLLEATION DISTRICTS IN CALIFORNIA.

The Senate then proceeded, as in Committee of the W hole,
to the consideration of the bill to create collection districs in
California.

Mr, SOULE. The Committee on Commerce, on a fur-
ther consideration of the matters embraced in the bill now be-
fore the Benute, have agreed to, and directed me t reporta
substitute.

The substitute was read, and the question was stated to be
upon the amendment.

Mr, DAVIS, of Massachusetts, I do not know that I quite
understand the ameadment, and I desire the Senator o state
how many ports of entry there are provided ?

' Mr. BOULE. Six ports of entry are proposed to be estab-
lished in California with lhﬁ ports of delunrya;b:i%u The

of entry are San Diego, Monterey, rancisco,
E'gcin, or the straits of Karquinas, Bacremento City, and
the city of Stockton, on the San Joaquin. There is every
probability that before many years have elapsed, some
iwo or three of these ports will have to be given up, but the pres-
ent exigencies of the country most certsinly require that we

d allow California what the bill to give her.
Then there are two ports of delivery district of San
Diego—the ports of S8an Pedro and Santa Barbara. As
ships going up to those two ports will have to pess generally
by the port of San Diego, they have been made ports of de-
livery merely, and not of entry. = :

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. - If [ understand the state-
ment, it is to create four ports of entry upon the
waters of the bay of Ban Francisco, viz: one at San Fran-
cisco, one at Benicia, and one up each of the rivers which there
disembogue. I am ready to vote for that number of ports if
I can see any necessity for them ; but it seems to me rather
extraordinary, when we consider the expense incident to the
creation of so many ports of entry, and the heavy salaries (0
be given to officers there, that there should be established on
this bay and the interior waters there this unusual number of
ports of entry. It should be understood that when you have
passed through the bay of San Francisco you enter the straits
that lead into another bay on which Benicia is situsted. Now
for the present it may be that it will contribute to the better
security of the revenue if we establish a port of entry at San
Francisco, and one at Benicia, if il be necessary there. But
the bill not only does that, but proposes to establish a port of
entry further up the Bacramento river at Bacramento city, and
another on the right hand, up the San Joaquin, at a place
called Stockton. Now, I should be glad if the Senalor who
reports this bil!, would show that there is some reason existing
Ethe commercial transactions of that part of the eountry ren-

ring it necessary to open all these places to foreign com-
merce, Itin.obebwmp: mind thet American vessels can
go up to any of those places now. The purpose of making
ports of entry is to open them to foreign commerce, and why
we should open the number of four ports on these waters, and
establish four separate collection districts there, is whatI can-
nngnm’nmnld, I:uheahm that the for it
exists before I can be prepared to vote for the incurring of this
additional, and as, in the absence of any explanation, it seems
t0 me, unneceesary expense.

Mr. GWIN. Inssmuch as [ have recommended, and am
very anxious that ports of entry should be established at Sa-
cramento and Stockton, 1 will state to the Senate the reasons
which influence me to press this measure. It is
sir, to relieve the cilizens of the interior of California from

says it shall not be diminished during his continnancein office,
it shall regularly, year by year, become less than it was when
the court was established and the judge was sppointed. Tt
secrns to me that we had better pay $6,000 a year for twenty
years—assuming that to be the term of judicial life, as sug-

clusively, as far as they go, the extraordmary and inexhausti-
ble richness of this great basis of our commercial prosperity.
As these statemeqts are made with a view 1o influence the ac-
tion of the Senate on these salaries, it is proper 10 say that [
make them upon my own responsibility for their correctness.
And, in my remmks to show the mineral wealth, and the
extent of this mineral wealth in Calfornis, I refer only w0
that part of the gold-producing region where the gold bearing
quartz bas slready been discovered, of pearly unifirm richiness.

—from the 40th to the 35th degree of latitade—upon the | )
waters of Feather river, the American and Mokelumne river, | sultation, I sm satisfied that youn cannot bave a sliding scale |

the Mariposas, and the desert country wpon the southeestern
borders of Californis, east of the Sierra Nevada. 1o all these
Iscalities, on & range of three hundred and fiftty miles, we al-
ready kaow it to exist, and the strongest anslogy would carry
it through the remaining distance, but we speak only of fagts.
I have here a letter (rom the head of & party which exsmined
the last mentioned locality. They travelled in a direction
norih of east frem Los Angeles, and were six daysin reaching
the place. Thay had set oot badly provided with implements,
and in three days (heir *“rude tools were completely destroy-
ed in breaking, drlling, and the blastiog of the immense rocks,
after which ** We made very slow progrese, aud relarned afier
remaining ten doys in » deserl™ Y v v ¢ g

gested by the Benator from California, (Mr. Fmexoxt,)
though I think it would generally average thirty years—or
even for thirty years, than save a few thousand dollars a year
by = provision which looks as if it were intended to evade the
eonstitutional provision. :

|  Mr. BUTLER. 1 have no wish at all to interfere with
the Sermior from New Jersey, (Mr. Darron,) who has
charge of this bill. 1 bave no doubtthat be will explain fully
| the views of the commiltee. [ comeur in the main, however,
in the views of the Senator from North Caroline. Upon con-

| of walaries, either by contract beforehand, or by any oiber ar-
rangement. The constitution contemplated that you should
mive a salary, and that the person accepting the office should
do it with a perfect sssuranco that the salary should not be
| diminished. The practical operation of the amendment of
| the Sea from Ark (Mr. Sxmasrian) will be thm :

You will ind plenty of men who would accept the offier and
go out there for the $6,000, and remain there for the first
year, but they would resign tne second or third year, when
the salary was diminished. Then what is the sitastion of the
pext man who applies for the office ’ Why, he would either
be an inferior man, or, if no', he will be subjected to that
prejudies by the legislation of Congress, It wonld operate

expense that will sttend the transhipment of goods
at San Francisco, or any intermediate - A great com-
merce has sprung up in California, as it were, in a moment;
and in & new country, aa it is, there are few or none of those
facilities which are afforded to the pursuits of commeérce in
older communities, and, consequently, ihe expense of tran-
shipping good from San Francisco 10 Sacramento city and
Stockton is ofien grester than the originsl cost of the goods
themselves. The argument, therefore, in favor of making
these ports of entry is for the very purpose of e

foreign commerce there.  More than one-half of the

tion of Califomia now trade at Sacramento and Stockton, and
| vessels of 500 tons burden have been upto those points.

Bir, we have a direct intercourse with China and the Sand-
wich Islands, and all the Pacific coast of South America ; and
the commerce between those countries and Sacramento and
Stockton will become very great and important if ports of en-
| try ars established, as contemplated by this bill, I had a paper
| here which exhibited the commeree of Sacramento cily, now
| only some eighteen months in existence, with a population of
some twenly thousand inbabitants, ite front lined with
ping for over a mile, and among them vessels of 500 tons bar-
den.  And vessels of the same size can also go direct o Stock-
ton, a town growing with great rapidity, and st which a
smount of commercial business is transscted. And it is in
view of the onerous and destructive expense incident upon
going to Ban Francisco, or any intermediate port, and ship-
ping goods from these points, that we desire to increase and
encourage the foreign trade to Sacremento city and Etockton,
by muking them ports of entry.

Mr. WHITCOMB moved \o strike out ** $5,500” and in- | distance is

zens, ot tend more o FF? the- convenience of
Cnlil'ornhlhnalhopu-."u' lhhblmm.m'of
these ports as . the Senate by
going ela nto the reasons which influence my sction,
and have been indicated by what I

thet there are six hundred now at San Francisco. The
trade thus being concentrated the people are obliged, at
heavy expenses for s Lo procure all their

goods at that point, Indeed thisis one of the main causes of

%000
the necessity of ssking that the bill be
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I will say to the Senator
from New York that I have not another word to say on the
subject. I wish merely to move that Bagramento city and
Blockton be made ports of delivery instead of ports of entry,
with a surveyor for each.
The question was then taken on the amendment, and it was
as follows :
Messrs, B Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Bright,
Clarke, Clay, Davis, 'mmn(';, Davis, of Mississippi,
Da; i Dodge, of Wiseonsin, Dodge, of

H L] 1]
o e g e

;A‘E—M Atchison, Benton, Chase, Ewing,
oote, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Houstop, Jones, Man-
th, Soule,and Wales—18.
Mr. GWIN. Thie amendment having been adopted, L
I feel constrained to move that Benicia be also made a port
of delivery instead of a port of entry. There is not one-tenth
the business done at Benicia that there is at the other
two places, and it will confer no advantage to the country to
it » port of entry. Had the other been retained,
t it ; but to its retention at the price of
i most decidedly object. I therefore move
make Benicia a of delivery instead of a port of entry.
Mr. FREMONT. 1 shall vole agaiost the. establishment
of a port of entry at Benicis, and I wish to give my reasons
for that vote. I consider that all the reasons which operate
in favor of making Benicia a port of entry are ten times as
strong in favor of Sacramento and Stockton. [ believe that
the intereats of the whole of the interior of the country re-
quire that there should be ports of entry at Sacramento and
Stockton. As the Benate has refused to make those places

ports of entry, I shall vote against making Benicin one.

Mr. GWIN. There have been upwards of twelve hun-
dred ships entered at the port of San Francisco during the lust
twelve months ; and of that number only two have been in-
jured. The bay, of San Francieco is the finest sheet of water
on the face of the earth ; and, although there are upwards of
six hundred vessels lying in that bay now, thereis ample
room for the accommodation of a thousand more. There is
no necessity, therefore, for & port of entry at Benicia. There
are no people o trade there ; the wants of the eountry do not
require it. Ports of entry are wanled on the waters in the
country above that place.

Much has been said about the difficulty of approach to San
Francisco. But let me say that all these statements which
bave been made in regard to the difficulty of navigating the
waters there cannot be sustained ; and with regard to its being
s0 much out of the way, there are gentlemen t who
have navigated that bay, and who know that, aa the distance
is on the map, it looks like eight or ten miles, but the uctual
i not more than five or six ; and I have never heard
of a solitary merchant vessel going through Raccoon Straits to
Blm..

I am asked why, being in favor of the establishment of six
ports of entry in the State of California, of which Benicia
was proposed tobe one, and two of those being now rejecied,
I am against Benicia now ! I candidly confess that I did
sgreeto have Benicia a port of entry ; but my object in agree-
ing lo it was not from any conviction of ils necessity, but

that the sucocess of !habqnni'mn onlmlh: :_lthar two
ports might not be endangered by any objections of mine to
thisone. I am sure that ors are widely mistaken if
they suppose that Sacramento and Stockton are not capable
of sustaining themselves as ports of entry.

Now, it is contended that the ports of eutry st San Fran-
cisco and Benicia will answer all necessary purposes. Gen-
tlemen seem 1o forget that at these places goods will first
have to be warehoused, and then trans-shipped from there to
the places named upon the rivers Sacramento and Sen Joa-
quin, and thus a vast additional expense will be incurred in
the trans-shipment of goods. Now, I contend that there is
no necessity for this trans-shipment. The maps all show
that there is sofficient depth of water to allow large vessels
to go to Bacramento and Stockton. Captain Ringgold hes
stated to me that he can carry a ship-of-the-line through Sui-
son bay, which is above Benicia. We want but little im-
provement in removing obstructions to make Sacramento
one of the finest navigable rivers in the world. There are
no difficulties of any consequence to be overcome ; and witn
a few slight ts of that river, we conld carry ves-
sels of a thousand tons burden up to the city. I would not
take up the time of the Senate if I did not deem it my impe-
nliulrsmy to the people of California to endeavor by all pro-
per means to have'these two ports established.

After a long debale the question on the adoption of the

A e Adbion Badger, B Codi T

essrs. son, en cper, Da-~
Tiramoe Joecs MAg Segiin, Wore ?‘A?“““’“{"T‘i'i“'
oul angum, urney—15.

NAY mmldvinfu&mwdl,lbdl, Berrien, Bright,
Butler,
g‘ym’ Hale, Hamlin, Hunter

reene, » )
Soule, § Underwood, Wales,
Ry

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. BOULE. Inow move to amend the bill by substitat.
ing the word ** four”’ instead of  *‘six,” s0 as to conform to
the smendment, which makes only four ports of entry.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. GWIN. I move that the counties that wereset apart
for the districts of Sacramento and Ban Joaquin be included
in the district of Ban Francisco.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. What will be the effect
of that amendment ! If I understand it, it will be an ano-
maly in legislation to annex these counties to the district of
Ban Francisco, when they belong to the district of Benicia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is a question for the
Senate to decide.

Mr. GWIN., The Senator from Massachusetts agreed to
the report of the Commities on Commerce, which was to put
the San Joaquin district into the district of S8an Francisco.

Mr. DAVIS. [ was not aware of it.

Mr. GWIN. I make this motion for the convenience of
the trade of these districts. It is a proposition of which I be-
lieve the whole population of these districts are decidedly in
favor.

Mr. DAVIS. 1should like to know what would be the
applicstion and effect of this amendment as regards the port
of Benicia ! The amendment which I was design-
ed to include all the country above Bengllndllllhldm
and waters above it. If you wish to transfer them to San
Francisco you can do o ; but it certainly would be an anom-
aly in legislation when the very reason for creating a port of
entry at Benicia is, that vessels may not be obliged to stop at
Ban Francisco. As the matter now stands, n vessel bound
for Btockton or Sacramento goes right to Benicia, and not to
‘San Fiancisco at all. ’ ;

Mr. GWIN. There is not a solitary vessel engaged be-
tween these ports and Benicis, where there are fifiy vessels
engaged between Sacramento and Stockton and San Francls-
co. There is no trade between Benicia aud the ports I have
'Pi named ; the whole of the trade is between them snd San

rancisco.

Mr. HALE. 1 desire to ask a question of the chairman
of the Committee on Commerce, and that is, whether it is
absolutely necessary that a port of entry should be a port of
delivery ?

Mr. GWIN. s it necessary that a port of entry should
be stiached to some district ?

Mr. HAMLIN. Certainly, it is necessary that a port of
entry should be attached to some district ; bat I suppose it is
immaterial, so far as the revenue is concerned, to what district
this territory is attached. That which is moet conveniént is
the one to which it should be attached,

The question was then taken on the amendment, and it
wan rejocted.

Mr. SOULE. I now move that such of the bays, rivers,
and territory as were included in both the districts of San Jo-
aquin and Sacramento be made a part of the district of So-

3

of Wiseonsin, Downs,
Mason, Seward, Shiel
\‘i’alkar, Winthrop,

Ewing,

noma.

The yess and naye being ordered snd taken, resulted as
follows : Yeas 28, nays 12,

8o the amendment was adopted,

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusotte, It will be necessary to
move another amendment, which js—

“ That Saeramento City and the city of Stockton shall be
and the sume_ace hereby constituted ports of delivery within
the distriet of Sonoma, with « and such other officers
as the Secretary of the Treasury may deem necessary for the

origi= | be allowed an annual
dollars. ™ \
The was 10,
M. 80 . The
officer

The '
Mr. SOULE. The next smendment I have to propose is— | reference

&n&;ﬁ;ﬂ,m ‘Davis, of Mississippi, Dawson, |
Dicki Dod

Mr. SOULE. 1 move that thé blanks in the secon
tion be flled s follows : » 4.
** That the collestor dlhu_ll?

4 That the surveyor shall be allowed an snnual compensa-
tion not exeeeding seven thousand dollars.”

The amendment was agreed (o,

Mr. SOULE. The next amendment is—

¢ That the prineipal appraisers shull each be allowed an an-
nual compensation not exceeding six thousand dollars,”

The amendment was sgreed lo.

Mr. BOULE. There is one other amendment with regard
to filling up the blanks, which is—

“ That the assistant shall each be allowed an an-
nual compensation not ding five thousand dollars.”

Mr. DAYTON. [ desire to ask the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Commerce what is the ordinary compensation of

sssistant appraisers !
Mr. HAMLIN. About fifieen hundred dollars.

is * not to exceed " five thousand

The amendment was rejected.

Mr. SOULE. 1 propose, then, that the blank shall be
filled with the words **four thousand five hundred dollars.”

This smendment was also rejected.

Mr. SOULE. Then I will propose “‘four thousand
dollars.”

The proposition to fill up the blank with **four thousand
dollars " was also rej b v

Mr. SMITH. The expression, I perceive, is that these
officers shall receive & sum “not exceeding "——

Mr, NORRIS. But they always do receive the maximum

umount.

Mr, SOULE. I considered that discretion was lodged
with the Secretary of the Treasury. I am not one of those
who are ususlly inclined to the belief that discretion will be
abused when vested with- oxecutive officers, Bat, since the
i, to the Senate to be extra: I will propose
the blank be filled up with the words ** three thousand
hundred ,” and if is not acceptable, let some Senator

some other amount.

r. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I hope that that amount

will be adopted.
being taken on the motion to fill up the

The question
blank with that sum, it was to.
The bill was then re to the Senate, and the several

amendments which

There being no further amendments proposed, the bill was
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading.
COLLECTION DISTRICTS IN CALIFORNIA.

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the bill
to create collection districtsin California.

£

:

SaTurpay, SepTEMBER 21, 1850,
The bill to create collection districts in California, came up
on its third reading.
* Mr. GWIN moved to recommit the bill, with instructions
to strike out all that part making Benicia a port of entry, and
to make it a pott of delivery.
Mr. DICKINSON moved that the motion to re-commit
lie on the table, with a view to to the consideration
of the Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation Bill, which was
agreed to. :
CIVIL AND DJPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL.

The Senate as in Committee of the Whole resumed the
consideration of the special order of the day, being the bill
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of
the Government for the year ending June 30, 1851; the
question pending being on the following amendment, offered
by Mr. Uxnerwoen :

Mr. DICKINSON. I wish to remind my friends that this
is the last week but one of the session, that this is the
last day of the week. A mere statement in regard to any
thing is listened to and ap ted, whereas an extended argu-
ment is not, T therefore hope we will vote at once on every
question that may be presented.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, if no opposition had been
made to the amendment, I should not have said one word on
the subject; and now I shall only occupy a very few
minutes. The proposition is to appropriate $20,000 in order
to ascertain the practicability of a great scheme of river im-
provement, to be first applied to the Ohio river. That im-
provement is to consist of the erection of reservoirs of walter
towards the head of the river, to be let out to supply the chan-
nel of the river during the dry sesson, when the waler is very
shallow. The principle is & very obvious one. If the water
which passes throngh the channel of the Ohio could be equally
distributed throughout the year, there would be an abundant
supply for navigation throughout the whole year. But in
seasons of freshets, at high water, a vast surplus is thrown
through the channel, leaving a deficiency for the space of some
two months of the year. ?l'l:e principle is to retain the sur-
plus which is thrown out unnecessarily, so 8s to afford a sup-
rnfy at the deficient season of the year. The mode of effect-

g the object is by the erection of dams upon the head-
waters of the river. :

The practicability of the object has been nascertained by4
scientific men, by the application of an unerring principle. It
has been reviewed by scientific men. It hes been examined
thoroughly by a committee, well constituted, of intelligent
members of this body, who have arrived at the conclusion
that it ia practicable, \

Mr. President, I know it is said that it ie a humbug. It
was said of Fulton’s great attempt to apply the power ofsteam
to the navigation of the waters of the earth, that it was a

humbug. When it was sttempled to apply the principle of
the power of steam to railroads upon the surface of the earth,
that was pronounced a humbug. When tel c commu-

nication, which is now diffusing information with the rapidity
of lightning throughout the whole continent, was discovered,
it was pronounced to be a humbug.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. To test the practicability of it
Congress appropriated $30,000.

Mr, CLAY. And Congress appropriated $30,000 for the

se of ascerlaining the practicability of communication by
means of electricity, I am reminded by my colleague.

What isthe object for which we ask the t approptia-
tion ? It is one in which eight States of this Union are di-
rectly interested, embracing four of the largest Btates of the
Upion : New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Virginia.
There are also four States near the mouth of the river that are
aleo directly interested in this t.

What ie the sum ? 1 speak notof the commerce
that floats on this vast interior channel, an account of which
is given in the report of the committee. It is $20,000 in
order to make those surveys and examinatiens which are
necessary to ascertain certsinly the practicability and probable
umn of the object. The engineer, who has made these
calculations, assures us that a sum less than half a million of
dollars will be sufficient to render the Ohio river navigable all
the year, with an amount of water sufficient at least for the
secondary if not the primary class of steamboats.

Mr. President, we are daily appropriating money for ob-
jects far less important in their consequences, of far less in-
wwlngamtimoflhellnimlhmth appro-
priation.  For less than the coet of a custom house in New
York or Boston, we may effect an object, for which I contend
that if twenty millions were applied, and the object eould be
accomplished by the a of that amount of money, it
would be a profitable, just, and national a o
money. Under these circumstances, I trust that this small
amount—Iless than we appropriated the other day for the erec-
tion of a custom bouse at Bangor—for an object in which all
the Western Btates are so deeply interested, will be sanc-
tioned by the Senate, and that the experiment proposed will
be allowed to proceed.

I speak on all these subjects with great difficolty. [ am
not, perhaps, sufficiently skilled in scientific requisites to arrive
at & just conclusion on these subjects. But I have seen ex-
aminations made by others, and the conviction is strong upon
me that this project will ultimately prevail. And, sir, it is
one of those projects which is commended to me by no aver-
sion to Nature herself, for I do not consider, as some of the
great engineers of the world have thought, that rivers were
only made for canals, I think we adopt what Nature hereelf
points out to us, by constructing reservoirs to supply a defi-
ciency of water in the channel of the river at certain seasons
of the year, I hope that, under thede circumstances, this
appropriation will be sanctioned by the Senate. And, really,
I entertain very sangnine hopes of the succesa of the project.

Mr, BRIGHT. When this was introduced,
and the memorial of the individual who proposes to perform this
service was presented to the Senate, it struck my mind as un-
favorably as it could have struck that of any member of this
body. 1 looked upon it very much in thessme light as those
gentlemen do who were pleased then as now to denounce as it
a humbug. The Senate, however, entertained the memorial,
and refarred it to a select committee, upon which I was placed.
After reading the very learned and scientific report of Mr. El-
let, hearing a history of the result of his experiments, with the
reasons for his conclusions, I came to the conclusion expressed
in the long report made by our chairman, the honorable Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

I believe it can be demonstrated that the plan proposed is
practicable, and that it is neither an experiment nor one of

vigable for the want of water. It will cost but twenty thousand
dollars, perhaps less, 10 make the necessary surveys and eal-

public business.”
The srnendment was sgreed to.

Mr. SOULE. The amount proposed is discretionary, but | ahitude:

milea

be
national
And,

data be farnished (as I believe there oan and will
mopnﬂwﬂalﬂmmiﬁh
| SR
gum_ -y-?:ﬂnm

y in this To

10 test the value of a great proposed
sppropriate money afterwards to camry
ve

HE gg! i

difference in the over which it
'ﬂﬂﬂfﬂlu'wl occasioned by
scent.

BEE
£i8
]

;

:

|

i

g

g !;‘ga
I EPrE

e

E
i
i

nor upon any except the single one of expansion.
practical question of which ewery one can judge for
if he has two data to go upon—ithe breadth at Pit
the breadth st the mouth. Now, without undertakin
what the breadth actually is, I will assume it to be hy
dred yards at Pittsburg, and a thousand yards at )
of the river ; then it would take, without allowing a dro
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Mr. UNDERWOOD. The gentleman that five
feet rise st Pittsburg in a river two hondred y:g:wide will
only give you one foot at the mouth of the river one thousand
feet wide; that is to say, that if the mouth of the river is
five times as wide as the supply at Pitteburg, giaduating it
according to that rule you get one foot rise st the mouth of
the river. That is perfectly certain, based upon those princi-
ples and nothing more; but the error of the gentleman is,
that he does not take into consideration sll the elements which
are necessary to arive at a correct conclusion. If he will
recollect that the fall at the mouth is but at the rate of about
four inches to the mile, and the fall at Pit{sburg at the rate of
two feet per mile, and then make the estimate how much
more water will over a fall of two feet per mile, than
will pass over a of four inches mile, and bring that
into the calculation, he -mmﬂm to the truth in his
conclusion, and when that onal element is taken into
consideration, it is precisely as I have stated it—that you will
bave neaily the same amount of sctual elevation at the mouth
of the river as you will at the place of supply.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. There can be no doubt
about the practicability of this scheme, there are the
means of reserving the water. That is the question to be
decided, and there is nothing st all new in a question of this
kind. It hus been very often brought to the test. I know
within my own knowledge that in streams of much less im-
portance and consideration than the Ohio river, the mill
ggwuhnlunmm than doubled by reserving the water,

he is, whether you can find upon the tribu-
tary stresms ‘of the Ohio places of sufficient magnitude
where you may dam 'I:K.ll.ld Teserve the waters, distributing
lhnmpruwlyupm tributaries so as to increase the
stream. hethuthntunbadme.bthnqmdimtopt
tested. You can unquestionably increase the volume of wa-
ter in the river itself, and incresse it to a greater or less extent
/a8 you are able to make n greater or less number of these
basios, snd to give them greater or less depth. There can
be no question about the practicability of the scheme, and
there is really nothing new in it.

Mr. DICKINSON. [Istated the other day that I was
osed to this matter without any examinstion. I think
iscussion which has opened upon all the physical sciences
put together, shows the impropriely of entering upon such a
matter in the appropriation bill. 1 do not know how useful
it may be, but I know that this $20,000 would not purchase
the ground for more than a single basin, and then when

there comes a dry season and we call upon Professor Espey
to rain it full, we shall want another s tion. Ihope the
Senate will vote upon the amendment without further delsy.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator from New York,
like those who have gone before him, argues this as a pro-
posilion to construct the reservoirs that are to supply the river
with water. It is no such thing at all. Itis only to make a
survey. Gentlamen are not called upon now to decide npon
the practicability of ul?'i.ng out the echeme. Tiis a
propoeition to get the information by which mchndedlim
may be reached. It is not to build the dams, bt to surv
the country. - It is not to buy the land to be covered wi
water, but to see what land may be covered with water,
These are all preliminary questions. Gentlemen have gone
into the pbysical sciences and remote without
awaiting the information on which such di-:u:g‘hmightbe
raised. It is now for the Senate to determine er they
will have the made or not. Hereafter the question
will be whether we will make the works or not. 1 stated the
other day that whenever it was to draw upon the
Treasury of the United Blates money to construct such
reservoirs I should oppose it, but that if is was found practica-
e S e o6 s st

, Lo wil w to impose such on the ton~
nmamamumummmpm:ﬂz. Gentle-
men have been led away from the question before us, and
I merely wish to recall their attention 1o what it really is.

Mr. BENTON. We all understand this matter of sur-
veys; or, if we do not, we might understand it from the little
fable we used to read, when we were children, of the man
who went lo the forest, and asked for a little piece of wood to
make an axe-handle. His request was sbout to be granted,
when an old tree, older than the rest, said : “*If you give him
wood to make an axe-handle, we shall all be cut down.” Bo
it is with these surveys—afier the survey is made, money fol-
lm;ll, .]; ; %ta:fo& course, hdn_lt_:o work.

r. » of Mississippi. is is an_entirely different
matler from making the improvement. E Benator
sent must know mcmommmm??us:m{:
repeaiedly made surveys for railroads and other works,
without any intention to money theit con-
struction. The topogiaphical science is not very high in the
country at large, and "the instruments to make 1
E;e;{;;m nlmo:th em;:’uly eon:rnndw!ho service. It

reason that brigades of topographical engineers have
been asked for repeatedly, and granted by the Federal Govern-~
mn&wmmm‘ifu&al—,mﬁ even for private com~
A proposition is to make a s without an
mplication that the Government will l.ﬁomm:r’d’u lpplopril:
money to consiruet the work.
The yens and nays were then taken on the amendment,
Bell, Berrien, Bright, Chase

and resulted as follows :
c}YgASEI—.Mmm Baldwin, 3
sinrke, Llay, Clemens, Cooper, Davis, of Mass., Davis, of Mi

sissippi, Do:lga, of Wisconsin, d of low o b
Downs, Ewing, Feleh, Foote, Fremont, Greene,

e, Hous-

ton, Jones, Pearce, Sebastian, Seward Smith, Soule, Bpru~

ance, Sturgeon, Underwood, \'Vl.ln, and Wi kf.
NAYS—Mensrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, But-

ler, Dawson, Da ton, Dickinson, Gwi

Mason, Norris, Rusk, Walker, and Yuloe— o
80 the amendment was adopted.

Mr. DICKINSON. [ desire to offer an amendment to the
portion of the bill entitled ** legislative ;" snd ikis to strike
out the proviso in regard to the mileage of Senators. The
question is an old acquainiance to most of the Senators, and,
as is rematked by a Senator behind me, it is one which is ge-
nerally raised on a tion which the House of

tatives insert, with a view of having the Senate strike it out

Mangum,

the humbugs of the day. The advantages that would result ;!"lll'l To raise the question again, T move to strike out the
to commerca, we succeed in throwing into the Ohio | 'O1OWIDE : |

river a safficient volume of water to ensure st least throe feet In: ?;m*d .flﬂ"f::l'i'. That no such member of either
in the channel at all reasons of the year, would be incalcula- a...rlemeiu ms".l.h::m i “n?; d::rh -y i “?‘mﬂ“
ble, saying nothing of the immense sdvantages that would re- | session : and no such member or - ::‘l:i mwﬂfom:
sult t (rado and commerce on various other rivers of the | Rocky Mouniaine shall receive more than two thousnd dole
United Stater, that at certain seasons of the yesr are not na- | lars mileage for ench session.” .

This would still retain the prohibition agsinst constructi
.. o probibition agsinst re
Mr. CHASE, Belioving the bill as it stands wow to be

culations. 1sm willing to give it. If at a subsequent session




